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.1.  These  three  services  play  a  key  role  in  our  domestic 
and  industrial  life.  The  electric  light,  the  gas  stove,  the 
water  tap,  the  reservoir,  the  electric  motor,  the  trolley  bus, 
the  electric  train,  the  heat  radiator,  together  with  new 
modem  domestic  and  industrial  appliances,  are  essential 
to  a  civilised  community.  A  clean  and  plentiful  water 
supply  is  essential  to  health  and  comfort. 

FOR  SPEEDY  VICTORY  AND  A  PEOPLE’S  PEACE 

2.  We  acclaim  the  Victory  of  the  United  Nations 
over  Fascism,  and  are  determined  to  do  all  in  our 
power  to  assist  in  bringing  the  speedy  and  complete  defeat 
of  Japan.  We  understand  the  need  for  a  plentiful  supply 
of  power  of  all  kinds;  for  the  maximum  conservation  of 
fuel;  for  the  drastic  reorganisation  of  Britain’s  Coal 
industry  in  line  with  the  miners’  demands,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  fuel  and  power  crisis  this  winter. 

3.  Military  victory  must  be  followed  by  measures  to 
wipe  out  fascism  everywhere,  to  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  fascist  aggression  and  to  establish  international 
co-operation  for  lasting  peace  and  a  growing  prosperity 
based  on  the  Teheran  and  Crimea  Declarations. 

The  opportunity  for  such  an  advance  is  immense,  but 
to  take  advantage  of  it  wUl  demand,  the  most  vigorous 
political  and  industrial  fight  against  those  vested  intereests 
who  desire  a  return  to  policies  of  restriction  of  supply  and 
depression  of  standards  of  living. 

4.  Peace  for  Britain  must  mean  a  new  advance  to 
ensure  the  prosperity  of  the  people,  full  employment,  and 
a  higher  and  steadily  rising  standard  of  life. 

ELECTRICITY,  GAS  &  WATER,  GREAT  NATIONAL 
ASSETS  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE 

5.  The  prosperity  of  these  three  vital  services  will  be 
assured  by  organising  them  in  the  interests  of  the  people. 
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Great  advances  have  to  be  made  in  the  heating,  hghting, 
cleaning  and  running  of  our  homes.  Ill-ht  and  badly- 
heated  homes  must  go,  and  with  them  the  domestic 
drudgery  that  has  for  so  long  burdened  our  womenfolk. 
New,  improved  and  economical  appliances  are  already  in 
being.  The  power-operated  cleaning  appliances,  washing 
machines,  refrigerators  and  heating  and  cooking  appliances 
must  be  brought  into  every  home,  ’and  the  introduction 
of  modem  low-current  consuming  equipment.  In  Industry, 
electricity  and  gas  will  play  an  increasingly  important  part 
both  in  providing  power  for  all  industries,  and  in  the 
production  and  treatment  of  metals.  The  lighting  of  our 
streets;  the  comfort  of  our  pubhc  buildings  and  places  of 
leisure  and  entertainment  must  reach  a  new  level  of 
efficiency. 

To  meet  this  great  demand  a  considerable  expansion 
of  the  services  wiU  be  required,  which  has  already  been 
recognised  in  the  Parhamentary  debate  on  the  retention 
of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power.  This  expansion  must 
be  conducted  according  to  a  plan  in  the  interests  of  the 
people.  From  such  a  plan,  the  workers  have  everything 
to  gain. 

^  6.  The  experience  of  municipally-owned  power  and  gas 
plants  has  shown  the  general  advantage  of  such  ownership 
to  the  consumer  and  to  the  efficiency  of  the  industry.  In 
the  Greater  London  area  already  there  are  28  Local 
Authorities  supplying  electricity  as  against  24  private  com¬ 
panies.  In  addition,  ,11  major  Local  Authorities  in  the  area 
have  a  legal  option  compulsorily  to  purchase,  at  varying 
dates  up  to  1947,  power  undertakings  at  present  owned 
by  private  companies. 

The  gas  industry  in  London,  on  the  other  hand,  is  com¬ 
pletely  in  the  hands  of  private  enterprise,  with  five  main 
companies  covering  the  Greater  London  area. 
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7.  To  carry  through  the  necessary  expansion,  to  remove 
existing  deficiencies,  to  secure  the  most  efficient  running 
of  the  services,  demands  a  thorough  revision  of  the  existing 
system  of  ownership  and  control  in  order  to  ensure  unified 
direction,  active  participation  of  the  workers  in  running 
the  services,  and  most  effective  service  to  the  consumers. 
Only  by  bringing  the  services  completely  within  the  sphere 
of  public  ownership  and  control,  with  full  co-ordination 
and  extension  of  municipal  enterprise,  can  be  assured  low 
charges  instead  of  high  standardisation  of  voltages,  equip¬ 
ment  and  fittings  in  place  of  existing  chaos;  fair  costing 
against  existing  malpractices;  full  utilisation  of  all  resources 
instead  of  existing  waste,  as  reflected  in  the  figure  of  only 
24  per  cent  efficiency  in  the  power  industry. 

London’s  water  is  already  under  public  ownership  and 
control,' with  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  administering 
as  one  unit  an  area  of  some  540  square  miles,  with  a 
population  of  seven  millions.  The  Board  is  composed  of 
66  members,  all  of  whom,  except  two,  are  representatives 
of  Local  Authorities,  County  Councils,  etc. 

THE  NEEDS  OF  THE  WORKERS 

8.  To  bring  prosperity  to  Britain  it  is  essential  to  raise 
wage  levels  very  considerably  and  to  reduce  the  price  of 
consumers’  goods  and  services.  The  resultant  tremendous 
increased  purchases  of  consumers’  goods  by  our  people 
will  assist  in  maintaining  full  employment  and  reduce  the 
cost  of  production  by  the  enormous  increase  in  the  quan¬ 
tities  produced.  Alongside  these  developments  of  the  home 
market  is  the  need  to  assist  the  democratic  states  in  Europe 
in  their  fight  to  raise  their  standard  of  living  and  the  fight 
for  a  free  and  prosperous  India,  so  that  an  increased 
demand  for  Britain’s  goods  wiU  come  from  these  great 
peoples. 
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9.  As  part  of  this  general  programme  for  the  raising  of 
the  standard  of  living,  the  workers  in  the  Electricity,  Gas 
and  Water  services  need  to  press  forward  for  an  ambitious 
programme  of  demands,  including:— 

For  all  three  services; 

(a)  Substantial  wage  increases  on  the  present  levels,  based 
on  a  £4  10s.  weekly  minimum,  for  the  lowest  paid, 
with  corresponding  increases  for  the  more  skilled. 

(b)  Equal  pay  for  equal  work;  the  rate  for  the  job  for  aU. 

(c)  A  40-hour  week  without  loss  of  earnings. 

(d)  A  system  of  bonus  payment,  over  and  above  basic 
wages,  based  on  increased  output  and  increased  effort 

(e)  Full  development  of  Joint  Production  Committees  and 
consultation  with  the  workers  at  all  levels. 

(f)  A  minimum  of  two  weeks  holiday  with  full  pay  for 
all  workers;  payment  for  statutory  holidays. 

(g)  A  new  and  improved  training  scheme  for  Youth  to 
ensure  adequate  skilled  workers  for  the  expanding 
industry. 

For  Gas  workers  (in  addition  to  above): 

(a)  Full  provision  of  free  protective  clothing. 

(b)  Improved  bathing  and  health  facilities  at  the  making 
stations.  Adequate  locker  space. 

(c)  Adequate  canteen  services. 

(d)  Where  a  change  to  municipal  ownership  takes  place, 
full  repayments  with  adequate  interest  rates  to  be 
made  of  all  money  invested  in  co-partnership  schemes. 

For  Water  workers; 

Outstanding  is  the  need  for  immediate  wage  increases 
for  the  manual  grades,  now  at  the  bottom  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  list  of  wages.  This  demand  raises  sharply  the 
need  -  for  widespread,  genuine,  effective  united  Trade 
Unionism  in  the  Service.  Such  wage  increases  and  Trade 
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Union  strengthening  would  remove  many  of  the  bad  effects 
of  permanent  staff  status  and  superannuation. 

SUMMARY  OF  OUR  PROPOSALS 

10.  Electricity.  The  setting  up  of  a  Regional  Board  for 
the  Greater  London  area,  representative  of  both  Local 
Authorities  and  employees  in  the  industry,  which  will: — 

(a)  Take  over  the  remaining  private  generating  companies 
in  the  London  area. 

(b)  Unify  electricity  distribution  on  an  all-London  scale, 
including  the  reduction  in  the  total  number  of  under¬ 
takings  as  recommended  by  the  London  and  Home 
Counties  Joint  Electrical  Authority. 

(c)  Plan  the  extension  of  electricity  supply  to  all  homes 
and  the  provision  of  up-to-date  equipment. 

As  immediate  steps  towards  this  we  call  on  the  people 
of  London  to  press  their  Local  Authorities: — 

(a)  Where  they  have  purchase  rights  under  Act  of  Par- 
hament  to  make  sure  that  they  exercise  those  rights 
to  prevent  electricity  undertakings  remaining  in  private 
hands. 

(b)  To  encourage  Local  Authorities  to  work  together  to 
operate  their  options  on  purchase  rights  on  as  large 
a  scale  as  possible. 

(c)  To  plan  the  extension  of  electricity  supply  to  all  homes 
in  their  area  including  the  provision  of  up-to-date 
equipment. 

(d)  W^ere  new  housing  schemes  are  set  up,  to  press  for 
the  fullest  electricity  equipment  and  most  efficient 
wiring. 

(c)  To  support  the  proposals  of  the  London  and  Home 
Counties  Joint  Electricity  Authority. 

11.  Gas.  Nationalisation  of  privately  owned  gas  works 
and  public  ownership  of  the  distribution  undertaMngs  with 
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unified  ^-London  control  of  supply  by  Joint  Gas! 
authorities  which  would: — 

(a)  Completely  modernise  the  industry  and  re-equip  it 
with  badly  needed  plant,  machinery,  etc. 

(b)  Make  available,  to  all  who  desire  it,  the  most  modern 
domestic  appliances. 

(c)  End  the  wastage  of  valuable  by-products  and  develop 
them  to  the  full  in  the  people’s  interest. 

(d)  Improve  file  quality  of  the  gas,  side  by  side  with  an 
all-round  lowering  of  costs. 

(e)  Develop  the  industrial  uses  of  gas  in  the  appropriate 
fields. 

12.  Water.  The  increasing  of  the  area  at  present  covered 
by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  to  an  area  covering  the 
Thames  Valley  would  make  for  greater  efficiency  and 
lessening  of  costs.  The  possibihty  of  such  development  is 
shown  by  the  petitioning  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
by  the  Middlesex  County  Council,  to  take  over  the  Middle¬ 
sex  companies. 

Additional  improvements  needed  are  in  the  priinary 
filtration,  and  in  the  use  of  electric  power  for  puinping 
purposes,  as  against  the  present  wastage  of  coal  through 
steam  pumping. 

THE  RESPONBILITY  OF  THE  LABOUR  MOVEMENT 

13.  To  realise  this  great  aim  of  fully  developing  these 
key  public  utilities  for  the  service  of  the  people  and  the 
nation,  and  not  wholly  or  partly  for  private  profit,  will 
require  full  development  of  the  industrial  and  political 
activity  of  the  workers  and  technicians  of  the  services,  in 
alliance  with  the  great  Labour  movement,  and  with  the 
active  support  of  the  consumers.  This  requires  100  per 
cent  Trade  Unionism  throughout  the  services,  a  strong 
Communist  Party,  and  a  united  Labour  movement,  all 
working  unitedly  to  secure  the  return  of  Labour  and 
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Progressive  majorities  on  all  local  authorities  and  in 
Parliament. 

14.  As  immediate  steps  towards  this  aim  the  Communist , 
Party  proposes: — 

(a)  The  building  of  Communist  Party  organisation  in  the 
services  by  the  enrolment  of  at  least  500  new  members 
of  the  Party  by  the  end  of  this  year,  and  the  estab¬ 
lishing  of  Party  Committees  in  the  undertakings,  and 
the  regular  working  of  an  Advisory  Committee 
covering  all  three  services. 

(b)  A  widespread  trade  union  campaign  to  secure  100 
per  cent  membership,  including  establishment  of  active 
and  all-embracing  shop-stewards’  movements,  regular 
attendance  at  trade  union  branches  for  discussion  of 
all  issues  facing  the  workers  of  the  services,  full  affilia¬ 
tion  to  the  Labour  Party,  and  full  rights  for  all  trade 
unionists  paying  the  pohtical  levy;  support  for 
Communist  affiliation. 

(c)  United  effort  of  all  workers  in  the  General  and  the 
Local  Elections  of  1945  to  secure  the  defeat  of  the 
Tory  candidates  of  reaction,  whose  policy  is  to  prevent 
the  full  development  of  these  services  in  the  public 
interest,  and  to  secure  the  return  of  Labour,  Com¬ 
munist  and  Progressive  candidates  and  majorities. 

Each  station,  depot  or  works  can  begin  now  to  intensify 
the  discussions  on  the  election  issues,  invite  candidates  to 
address  the  workers,  strengthen  the  Labour  and  Com¬ 
munist  Parties,  and  exercise  pressure  on  the  Labour  Party 
nationally  and  locally  to  come  to  an  agreement  for  electoral 
unity.  Particularly  can  Electricity,  Gas  and  Water  workers 
assist  by  developing  closer  relationships  with  the  people 
and  their  organisation  in  the  localities  and  helping  .to 
explain  and  win  support  for  a  Government  that  will 
develop  these  public  utilities  along  the  lines  we  envisage. 

Farleigh  Press  Ltd.  (T.U.  all  depts.),  Beechwood  Rise,  Watford. 


